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Meet First Rock’s Neighbor:

College & Career Connections
By Sister Deann Avyer
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College & Career Connections (CCC) is a small,
Ward 7 based nonprofit that invests in students when
they are most at risk of dropping out, to ensure they
have the motivation, knowledge, and skills they need to
complete high school and pursue post-secondary edu-
cation. CCC engages students in college and career
exploration and planning during the critical transition
from middle to high school in three ways:
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Second, CCC cre-

. o i e — fm * 4 i =
- Y -, = . ] . el i - *ad T - o 4%
i el e i T " s B F et i o i 24 I i s - gl = . L g o -
=k > . F . Tk = - F A . A A i
- ¥ 5 i 4 2 - L 25 i e i . 1 i oy !
= = B = oy T A £ T Fighz g o] A= " E- 1, . -
B e > e B 3 b EAERET LN Py I o Y W
. - =3 LR B o AR, L ] T o B e i R " 3
ey M 4 P! o] ; e e X . F oy L El- s g 1]
T e T g = e B e s ] . e - 75 - .
ot g A s - Bl T - oy 5 F S
s T = 2 T e = = 3 3 O = . :
! 13 L Pl e i Sl T 5 o gy T & i - [
L 5, ETR T - o . = i 5 L ¥l - ®
4 & 4, 5 B = ES 1 - o s r = 5. L Ty - T
3 i £ i g R LR ¥ LA NS, "
- ol e A . L2 - T o T Hic i Bl e
= + ] e . E T ™ 0 o e o e o T - =
g 7 . : Tk B . . -l 2 . ST -
e T g e e R B T R R I s o
s - i) b T B - AP - oy - e - ]
s e . AL el 1 o el T b ~ t'.‘
3 - e 1 - i e - : --<-\. R, T e =
L t =, =
A L [y T
= i i r Lk k= ;. a T
= - = L] IS

students, typically including scavenger hunts or cam-
pus tours, meals in the cafeteria, and interactive ac-
college students, professors, and

Third, CCC coordinates student visits to work-

! places around the region, so that students gain ex-

posure to a variety of potential career options. Stu-

| dents learn about the roles that exist within a career
| field as well as the education and career paths re-

quired for specific positions.

History
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CCC was founded in 2006 when residents and
youth serving organizations from the Benning
Heights community responded to two national col-
lege access organizations, USA Funds and Scholar-
ship America, who offered to help the community
establish a program that would promote the value
of education and increase college-going rates
among low-income youth.

In'iﬁc:lly known as the Benning Learning Communi-
ties Initiative (BLCI), College & Career Connections
began its work under the umbrella of the First Rock
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